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There is one other way of looking at environment which the writer
has rarely seen discussed. Civilization, and in the long run human
evolution, are due to the action of innumerable stimuli upon the various
folk concerned. These stimuli consist of all kinds of agents, some
educational, some emotional, some material. Of these stimuli the
environmental type is by no means the least. To quote an example: the
readers of this book arc very different from Neanclcrtal man; they are
also very different, we may believe, from our descendants some fifty
thousand years hence. But we ourselves are the living links in this chain
of human beings; and it is our material environment which is probably
the major factor in determining just how this slow evolution shall take
place. Thus a study of environmental control would seem to be well
worth the attention of every cultured citizen.
In the present world crisis it is natural to be much interested in
discussions having to do in some degree with the world war. It should
be unnecessary to point out in how many fields the teachings of geo-
graphy arc directly helpful. Military geography is a very practical side
of our discipline. Strategy and tactics arc inevitably based on problems
of supply and communication, and arc linked with the distributions of
land and sea, and of mountain and plain. Some of the broader aspects
of this sort of environmental control, as affecting the recent military
operations, will be discussed in a later section. It is perhaps in the
field of propaganda that cultural geography plays a valued role. Such
topics as the Nordic superiority, or the fallacy of the "Aryan race" can
be more readily explained and exploded by illustrative charts than in
any other fashion. Such has been the aim of the present writer ever
since the Nuxi party machine started to distribute the half-truths
touching on economics, sociology, and anthropology, which arc so
large a portion of their propaganda. Here again we sec an illustration of
geography's position between the material and the philosophic fields.
It is precisely here, as Samuel has pointed out, tftat the ordinary scheme
of education is sadly wanting.
Finally, all students of world politics know that the philosophy of
the Nazis in considerable measure depends on the data collected and
systematized by Haushofer and his school in the journal Zeitschrift
fur Gcopolitifc. Much of Hitler's Man Kampf is said to be drawn from
Ilaushofcr's teaching by way of his disciple, Hess, Geopolitifc may be
described as specialized geographical pleading, glorifying the power and
resources of the German Reich, and expounding the doctrine of